
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
June 25, 2011 
 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley, 
 
As an independent inventor and someone who has personally interacted with thousands of 
other independent inventors and entrepreneurs, we urge you to work with the leadership of 
the Senate to bring H.R. 1249 to the Senate floor as soon the Senate’s schedule might permit 
and pass the bill as is.   
 
Over the past few months, my enthusiasm and belief in the legislative process has grown as I 
have participated in the debate over patent reform. I believe that this legislation will fully 
modernize our patent laws.  It will give independent inventors and entrepreneurs the speed 
and certainty necessary to go out and commercialize their inventions, start companies, and 
create jobs. 
 
There has been a great deal of compromise amongst industries to balance the unique needs 
of all constituents. The independent inventor has been well represented throughout this 
process and we are in a unique situation where there is overwhelming support for this 
legislation. 
 
The fee diversion debate has been important, since it has shed light on the fact that nearly a 
billion dollars has been diverted from the USPTO. These are dollars that inventors have paid 
to the USPTO expecting the funds to be used to examine applications as expeditiously as 
possible.  While I would have preferred the Senate’s approach in S. 23 to prevent diversion of 
USPTO funds, I believe that acceptance of the House bill provides the best way to ensure 
that the funds paid to the patent office will be available to hire examiners and modernize the 
tools necessary for it to operate effectively.  
 
 
HR1249 is the catalyst necessary to incentivize inventors and entrepreneurs to create the 
companies that will get our country back on the right path and generate the jobs we sorely 
need. I hope that you will take the needs of the “little guy” into consideration and move this 
legislation forward and enact these historic reforms.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Louis J. Foreman 
CEO 
704-369-7333 
 


